


Department of Transportation
State of Wyoming

Governor : Director

June 25, 2010

Joseph Dailey CE Number 10-28

Wyoming Division Administrator Wyoming Project Number N132100
Federal Highway Administration Project Name: US 191, Pinedale-Hoback
2617 East Lincolnway, Suite D Ict., Trappers Point Wildlife Crossings
Cheyenne, WY 82001-5662 County Name: Sublette

Route & Reference Marker: 1J.5.191
RM 115.059 to RM 103.242

Dear Mr, Dailey:

Pursuant to the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act, the Wyoming
Department of Transportation (WYDOT) submits the following Categorical Exclusion (CE).

PROJECT LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION

The project will construct eight wildlife separation structures, and related improvements, along
US 191 beginning at Reference Marker 115.059, and ending at Reference Marker 103.242,
approximately 3 miles west of Pinedale, in Sublette County. This is an area of heavy animal
migration from summer to winter range resulting in frequent vehicle-animal crashes,

Wildlife Separation Structures: Six bridge structures (wildlife underpass) and two large span arch
culverts (wildlife overpass) will be constructed at designated locations. Between each structure,
and including the related roadway improvements, there will be no-work sections along US 191,
except for the installation of deer fence.

Wildlife Fencing: Deer fence, Type W and including gates and escape ramps, will be installed
along both sides of US 191, throughout the length of the project and within highway right-of-
way (or access easements), to move the migrating animals to the separation structures and safe
crossing of US 191, separated from the vehicular traffic. Additional fencing will be installed
along both sides of US 189, from its intersection with US 191 and running south for
approximately 2450 feet; additional fencing will be installed along both sides of State Highway
352, from its intersection with US 191 and running north for approximately 11,730 feet; a short
section of additional fencing will be installed along State Highway 354, from its intersection
with US 191 and running west, then connecting with deer fence along a proposed fence access
easement, and finally connecting with deer fence along US 189. Project will remove existing
deer fencing along both sides of US 191, beginning on Bureau of Land Management at
approximate RM 106.798 and continuing east, including private property, to approximate RM
105.549 (State Highway 352).

5300 Bishop Blvd.
Cheyenne, Wy 82009-3340



" Letter to Joseph Dailey
June 25, 2010
Re: Wyoming Project No. N132100
Page No. 2

Roadway Improvements: The roadway pavement will be reconstructed for approximately 300
feet approaching each structure and include milling the existing pavement and the placement of
new plant mix pavement. New guardrail and cattle guards will be installed.

Maintenance of Traffic: Traffic detours will be constructed at each of the six bridge structures to
provide traffic service; during construction of the two overpass structures, traffic interruption/
delays will occur but service on US 191 will be maintained.

PURPOSE AND NEED

The proposed project is a safety improvement and will accomplish two objectives: 1) maintain
wildlife migration patterns by constructing cight underpass/overpass structures to separate
animal migration movements from vehicular traffic, and 2) improve the overall safety for the
traveling public by reducing the number of vehicle-animal crashes. A vehicle-animal crash is
frequent in Wyoming due to the abundance of wildlife, long migration routes, and public lands
available for animal habitats, As a result, the Wyoming Strategic Safety Plan identifies the need
to focus on reduction of this crash type, as a Special Safety Area. This area, along US 191, has
heavy animal migration, and conflict between migrating animals and vehicular traffic, from 2004
to 2009, has resulted in a high frequency of vehicle-animal crashes, approximately 68% of total
crashes, and a high frequency of carcass removal, over 500, through these same years. This
project will separate the animal movement across US 191 from vehicular traffic with
construction of eight animal separation structures and fencing,

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

The “No Action™ alternative will not provide for the proposed safety improvements that will
separate animal migration movements from vehicular traffic. Without the proposed
improvements, migrating animals will continue to cross US 191 conflicting with vehicular traffic
and resulting in vehicle-animal crashes.

The preferred alternative will construct eight animal separation structures and deer fencing, to
allow for the movement of migrating animals across US 191, separated from the vehicular
traffic. Six simple span bridge structures, 70.0 feet in length with a 40 feet clear roadway width,
will be constructed on US 191 to serve vehicular traffic and provide an underpass, 20 feet wide
and 10 feet high, for animal movement. Two large span arch culverts, 150 feet in length with a
40 feet clear roadway width and 16.5 feet vertical clearance, will be constructed on US 191 to
provide an overpass for animal movement. Arch culverts were selected, rather than a bridge, as
overpass structures as they provide for 1) improved approach slopes for animal movement, 2)
improved line-of-sight for animals approaching the crossing, 3) opportunity for establishing a
vegetated crossing, and 4) less physical impaet to adjacent land use. These selection criteria
suppott a higher likelihood of wildlife using these overpass structures to safely cross US 191.

Construction of the project will improve the overall safety on this section of US 191 by reducing
the vehicular-animal crash type.
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AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

The US 191 roadway corridor traverses mostly arid high desert land with areas of rolling hills.
The roadway serves adjoining land that is publically and privately owned, with areas of
conservation casements. The publically owned land is administered by the Bureau of Land
Management, with land use predominately for livestock grazing and wildlife habitats.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES AND MITIGATION MEASURLES

A full range of environmental resources was evaluated within a study area along US 191
between RM 116.0 and RM 103.0.

Bascd on these evaluations, those resources present and impacted by the proposed project are
identified and discussed in detail, along with mitigation measures, if needed.

Many resources are either not present in the study area or not likely to be directly or indirectly
impacted by the preferred alternative. Resources not affected by the proposed project are then
identified and briefly discussed.

Resources Present and May be Impacted
Resources that may be affected by the preferred alternative are:

Social Resources — Transportation, Wildlife and Habitat, T.and Use Changes.
Trangportation service along US 191 will be improved. The proposed safety
improvements will enhance the roadway safety by reducing the frequency of vehicle
animal conflicts and resultant crashes.

Wildlife survival and Habitat connectivity will be improved. The proposed eight
separation structures and deer fences will allow for the movement of migrating
animals across US 191, separated from the vehicular traffic. Coordination with the
Wyoming Game and Fish (WGF, August 25, 2009) and the US Fish & Wildlife
Service {(USFWS, undated 2009) has resulted in letters of support for this project.
Project Scoping with the Burcau of Land Management (BLM) was initiated August
10, 2009. A preliminary determination has been made, by the BLM and WGF, that
construction time-of-year restrictions are needed from March 15" to April 30™ and
from October 1* to December 15 for migrating big pame; these time-of-year
construction restrictions can be adjusted depending on animal migration due to
weather/seasonal conditions. WYDOT, BLM and WGF are evaluating the use of
construction requirements - construction phasing, permanent and temporary fencing,
and signing - rather than time-of-year restrictions, to provide for the movement of
migrating animals during construction of the separation structures.

Land Use Changes will result from right-of-way acquisition. Additional right-of-way
will be acquired to provide a consistent 250 feet width from the beginning of the
project, RM 115,059, and extending south (east) to approximate RM 106.798, and
widening to a 400 feet width to the end of the project. At each separation structure,
Additional right-of-way or construction easements may be needed to construct and
maintain the structure and drainage channel. Acquisition of highway right-of-way
will result in the conversion of land, currently used for grazing and wildlife habitat, to
access-controlled highway roadside.
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Natural Resources — Water Quality and Wetlands, Cultural Resources.

Water Quality and Wetlands — Three unnamed drainages are located within the
project limits. RM 112.6 - This drainage is designated as waters of the US, but there
are no wetlands in proximity to its crossing by US 191. Temporary construction
impacts are limited to the 40 fect extension of a pipe culvert and detour construction
for maintenance of traffic; there are no long term impacts with construction of the
proposed bridge as the channel will be reestablished and the area re-vegetated, after
construction of the bridge structure is completed with removal of the detour. RM
106.8 — wetlands are present, west (south) side of roadway and will not be impacted
as the proposed detour will be constructed to the east (north) side and all limits of
construction have been set to avoid the wetlands. Approximate RM 114,11 —
wetlands are present but this location, while within the project limits, is outside of
the construction limits for the separation structure at RM 104.363 (no-work section).
The project, as proposed, will have no impact on wetlands and minimal impact to
waters of the US.

Cultural Resources — No Historic Sites, Historic Districts or Recreational areas will
be impacted by construction of the proposed project.

Archaeological Sites - a Class IIT Cultural Resource Survey has been completed and
consultation concluded with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and the
Eastern Shoshone and Northern Arapaho Tribal Historic Preservation Offices
(THPO). The Survey evaluated sixteen sites, with nine sites determined to be not
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. The remaining seven
sites, eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, were assessed for
project affects and it has been concluded that they will not be adversely affected by
the project. The SHPO letter dated June 7, 2010, concurs in these determinations of
eligibility and no adverse affect with the stipulation that a qualified archaeologist be
present to monitor removal of topsoil and Holocene age deposits between RM
106.878 and RM 103.242,

Additional surveys, and coordination with the SHPO/THPQ, are needed for a limited
area of proposed deer fencing along US 191 near the intersection with US 189 and a
second limited area for the proposed fence access easement from State Highway 354
to WYDOT property parallel to US 189, and then connecting to US 189. These
surveys are undetway, and based on cultural surveys completed, will likely result in a
determination of no affect (no eligible sites) or a determination of no adverse affect.
Mitigation measures are identified later in this document and will also be applied to
those limited areas currently being surveyed for a determination of eligibility and
affect. As requested by the BLM and concurred by the SHPO, a qualified
archaeologist will be present to monitor removal of topsoil and Holocene age
deposits between RM 106.878 and RM 103.242.

Section 4(f) - Project impacts to the seven eligible sites have been evaluated under 49
USC 303, commonly referred to as Section 4(f). It has been concluded that project
impacts, to each of the seven sites, arc to previously disturbed areas and
preservation-in-place is not warranted. As a result, there is no Section 4(f) use.
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Resources Not Present or Not Impacted
Many resources are either not present in the study area or not likely to be directly or indirectly
impacted by the preferred alternative.

Social

Resources not present or not impacted are: Community Cohesion, Churches and
schools, Controversy Potential, Energy, Utilitiecs, Relocation Potential, and
Environmental Justice.

Emergency routes - The roadway will remain open to traffic during construction.
Emergency vehicles will be accommodated during construction with minimal or no
interruption in service.

Traffic - The roadway will remain open to traffic during construction, Traffic detours
will be constructed at each of the six underpass structures and service and accesscs
will be accommeodated; during construction of the two overpass structures, traffic
interruption/delays will occur but service on US 191 will be maintained.

Natural Resources not present or not impacted are: Wild and Scenic Rivers, Floodplains, and

Farmlands.

Threatened and Endangered Species - No Effect Determination. A wildlife/plant
survey was completed, for this project, in January 2010, That survey and a
Programmatic Biological Assessment completed in October 2009, both conclude a
determination of no effect to any listed threatened or endangered species or critical
habitat. This project is included in Appendix A of the Programmatic Biological
Assessment for WYDOT’s 2010-2014 Program (FY 2011) and a Biological Opinion
by the U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) is being developed. Coordination with
the Wyoming Game and Fish (August 25, 2009) and the FWS (undated, 2009) has
resulted in letters of support for this project.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has determined that water depletions from the
upper Colorado (Green) River Basin may have an effect on downstream threatened
and endangered species. Consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for
water depletions from the Colorado (Green) River Basin will be handled through a
programmatic assessment/opinion.

Vegetation - Disturbed arcas will be re-vegetated with species common to the area.

Physical Resources not present or not impacted are: WNoise, Air, Contaminations,

Hazardous Waste Sites, and Visual,

Temporary Impacts - Temporary impacts during construction have been discussed for
each impacted resource.

Material Sources — Borrow material will be from sources within WYDOT right-of-
way. Other materials and the contractor plant site will be obtained and located at the
existing Pape Pit, under current agreements.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
This project will provide for a public information meeting, prior to construction, scheduled for

July, 2010,
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WYDOT to THPO-Northern Arapaho Tribe, consultation letter dated May 5, 2010.
WYDOT to THPO-Eastern Shoshone Tribe, consultation letter dated May 5, 2010,
WYDOT to SHPO, consultation letter dated April 29, 2010,

SHPO to WYDOT, concurrence letter dated June 7, 2010.

WYDOT to BLM, Scoping letter dated August 10, 2009
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FORM 100

WYOMING DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT EVALUATION FORM

Wyoming Project No.: N132100
Project Name: US 191, Pinedale-Hoback Jct,

SEVERITY OF IMPACT
A. SOCIAL IMPACTS
1.  Land Use Changes

2. Community cohesion

3. Relocation potential
4,  Churches and schools
5. Controversy potential
6.  Energy

7.  Utilities

8.  Emergency routes

9. Environmental Justice
10.  Transportation

11. Right of Way

12.  Construction

13.  Pedestrian and Bicycle

B. CULTURAL IMPACTS

1.

2.
3
4

C. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

I S

Recreational areas
Historical sites/districts
Archacological sites
Section 4(f)

Wetlands

Water quality

Wild and scenic rivers
Flood plains

Wildlife and habitat

Farmlands

()
0
()
()

0
0
()
0
0

()

Minimal

()
()
X
0

()
()
0
0
(X)

O

()
()

()
0
()
()

X)
X)
0
()
0

Trappers Point Wildlife Crossings

County: Sublette

None There

(X)
X)
X)
)
0
0
()
(X)
()
0
0
(X)

X)
(X)
0

X)

0
()
X)
(X)
0)

X)

REMARKS

Conversation to highway right-of-way

Emergency vehicles will be accommodated

Additional right-of-way and construction permits
Temporary interruption of traffic

No Adverse Affect to seven eligible sites

Best Management Practices for erosion control

Temporary disturbance due to construction activities.
Project will benefit wildlife.
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7. Threatened & Endangered
8.  Vegetation
9.  Ecosystem

D. PHYSICAL IMPACTS

1. Noise
2. Air
3.  Temporary Impacts

Contaminations
5. Hazardous waste sites
6. Visual

E. PERMITS REQUIRED

No _formal COE permit is required.

0
0
0

0
O
O

O
0
0

0
0
0

0
O
)

()
()
X)

X O
Xy 0O
0O X
0O X
0 &
0O 0
0 X
0 &
0O O

No Effect
Re-seeded with vegetation similar to area

Minimal ground disturbance; and
interruption to vehicular traffic

Retaining walls at Trappers Point overpass will be faced
and colored to blend in with surrounding environment.

F. WETLAND FINDINGS

None




QGOVERNOR
. ‘ DAVE FREUDEMNTHAL
' . PIREC
WYOMING GAME AND FISH [EPARTMENT STEVA K. PERRELL.
) . i cm';!ulsammens .
5400 Bishop Blve, Cheyenne, WY 82006 g;ihﬁgﬁg*?;ﬁ_K\;,*gfg:;z?gnl
Phone: (307) 777-4600 Fax: (307) 777.4810 'MLﬁ%m‘IWK\ _
Web site: hitp:pf. alato.wy.us :ﬁ@mﬁ&%
FREC LINGZRY
August 25, 2009
I ohu Cox -~ Director : S .
-Wyoming Department of Tlansporlutlon : _ L
5300 Bishop Blvd. - ‘ ‘ ‘ e

Cheyem_xe, wY 8?009' B |
IYear Director (,ox .

| would like to express my strong suppott on behall of the Wyoming Game and Fish Depastment -
for the proposed TIGER Discretionary Grants funded projects, which would benefit wildlife in

Wyoming while improving motorist safety by decreasing the potf*nﬁal for wildlife ~ vehicle
collisions. As you know, my staff has been working with youlq in the dev&lopment of these

a pmpobals, and we str ongly support your efforts,

- -Implcmcntauon of thcse pmjwls may allow for La-ostabhshment or. mamtenanoe of Lhe iollovwng '
or uoml Wlld]lft- mtgmtlon wrudoxs t]lroughout tbe state : :

o The I‘mppels Pmnt bottlcneok in thc 160~m1|e mi gl auon route ﬁom Gland Tcton Natmnal )
- Park to ‘;outhwest Wyommg :

« Daily and seasonal movcments of wﬂdhfe a[ong, s US- 189 in s‘twtches of the hlghway heavxi V.
used hy thc energy mclustxy ' .

‘e "Nmth/smllh wildlife m:glanon corridors that were eﬂbcuvcly severed as a 1c<mlt of
' -iconstluctmg 1-80. :

“These projects complcment the Wyoming Gamo and Fish Dcpdl'tm(.-lll 5. Mlssmn of “Consea:vilig
.. Wildlife - Serving People”, Therefors, we ate pleased to endorse and -fully: support the
" Wyoming Depmlment of Frampmtatmn in their efforts to secure TIGER Funds and implement, -

- “the pioposed projects. If there is atything further our agency can do to support-your applicetion - -

- process, please let-us know. We believe this pm]ect wﬂl provide substantml bcnoht 0
’ Wyommg 8 cltlzenb dlld wildlife, : - o

W%

oM o

, ' , ) ; “Conserving WHdlfe - Serving People”




Director John Cox
August 25, 2009
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‘Thank you for the oppm*tunlty to partner in the development of these projeots, and we' look
forwald fo fature coordination in this effort.

Sincerely,

o
. Ferrell

Director

SEMFwm - ) : ) ' 2 . I

g

cet  John BEmmerich - v : : _
Bill Rudd ' : o
Matt Fry o

N o v



Umted Statcs: Department of the Intex 10r_

Ecologieal Services .
5383 Yollowstone Road, Suite 308A
Cheyenne, Wyommg $2009°

Tn Reply Rﬁfér Tdt g e '3,..:523,';':. 1; . Bt 0
 ES-6141/WYO0STA0369 L - R

oA

, -_‘JohnEmmer ¢h, Deputy Dlreotol ' ‘ P

- Wyeming Game-and Fish Departmcnt : _ _' S SRR
5400 Bishop Bivd. - S S ‘ :
Cheyenneo, Wy 82009

.giﬁ

_ Dear Mr. mersrioh

Thank _vou fm yom letter of Auguqt 11, 2009 asking 1f we support the Wyommg Depal tment of
Transportation’s (WYDOT) apptication for a Transpertation Investment Genérating Economic
Recovery (TIGER) discretionary grant, WYDOT s application addresses-both public safotyand . -

_ criticalty important wxld!ife cmservation 1ssuos. We do 1ndeed support the application WYDOT
 has preparéd. ' . : _ o

~ The WYDOT' apphca.uon fc cuses on the re~estab1ishment and protection of kalhfe migmtion _

. cotridors, inchuding the longest remaining migratory route of the pronghorn antelope, Highways

and associated traffic can significantly impede the.movement of some wildlife species. The

proposed projects will substantially 1eduw those 11npadiments and make impouant wntnbuuoné S '

to w1ldlife aonsarvatmn.

L Sustﬂining mxgration mutes, wihich operate at a. landsoape sca]e, helps to mamtain e@osystem .
function. ' Although the ptitmary speoies that would benefit from these projests are not a U S,
Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) responsibility, taintaining functioning ecosystemhs iy~

- important to the consetvation of all species, including migratory birds, and other Service trust.

‘resources, Furthermore, vonservation at the landscape scale is & growing priority of the Service
as we address stratogic conservation needs and the affoots of climate chiange. ‘Therefore, by

- enhancing seasonal mipration, the proposed underpasses, overpasses, and proteotive fencing will - |
- benefit many speclos.of wildlifo-and enhance overall.conservation potential, while notably

o 'redumng the rlsk of 11uman inJury and property damage resulting from wildhfe-vehlcla collisions.i B



We appreciate the opportunity to prov:de thm letter of suppoxt. I thete's any addltlonal

.. . . nssistance that we_can provide o yom, or the Department of Transportation,. please qgmaet Clark .
‘MoCreedy of my staff(30‘?~772-2374 5 228) e

" ) A§incorely,

A 5

"“Brian T. Kelly

© Field Supetvisot ST
Wyfammgf"ie]d Of‘ﬁce B o %:
oo WGFD Ncnu;,mne Coardmamr Landet, 'WY (B Oakkeaf) ,
WGFD Statewnde Habitﬂt Pm‘teotlon Superwsm Cheyenne WY(M I‘Landclka)
S
Loy N
TI |



- Wyoming
Department of Transportation

"Froviding a safe, high quality, and efffclent transportation system”

Governor 5300 Bishop Boulevard Jog?r;tc():rox
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82008-3340
N 0f ] BHID May 5, 2010
Ms, Darlene Conrad NI132100
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer Pinedale-Hoback Junction
Northern Arapah Tribe Wildlife Crossings
P.O. Box 396 Sublette County

Ft, Washakie, WY 825 14_

Dear Darlene;

Bnclosed please find the report of archaeological investigations for proposed wildlife
crossings of U,S. 191 between Pinedale and Hoback Junction. WYDOT has consulted with the

Eastern Shoshone for projects in this area going back to 1992, but I wanted to make sure you were
also awate of this project,

The Pinedale-Hoback arca is one of the major big game migration corridors in North
America, with an associated high number of animal-vehicle collisions. The project entails the
installation of seven game underpasses and two overpasses, The underpasses, projected to be used
primarily by deet, will utilize cxisting drainages or stockpasses. It will be necessary to install larger
culverts to facilitate passage by game. The two overpasses, primarily for pronghorn, will each
consist of a 150 fi long arched, concrete tunnel, resembling a quonset hut, placed over the highway.
The arch will be covered with fill, tied into the existing highway embankments and vegetated with
native grasses and shrubs to blend with the surrounding terrain and to provide a smooth transition
for animals to cross the right-of-way, Barthenberms and game fence at each edge will reduce traffic
noise and visibility, as well as prevent animals from jumping onto the highway. The existing right-
of-way fence along the corridor will be replaced with game fence to channel animals to the crossings.

One of the proposed overpasses is within the boundaries of 485U1006, the Trappers Point
site, This is a 5000-7000 year old pronghommn processing site - a testament to the antiquity of the
migration cotridor, Data recovery was completed by the Office of the Wyoming State Archaeologist
in 1992, and the site has since been enrolled on the National Register of Historic Places. The
overpass will be placed in previously disturbed areas of the site, with several protective measures
to ensure that intact areas are not touched by construction, The site was visited in 1992 by the late

Haman Wise will excavations were on-going. He provided us with a great deal of insight into the
site,



More importantly, construction monitoring in 1993 resuited in the discovery of human
remains in the highway cut at what was designated as 48SU1009. Consultation with the Rastern
Shoshone was initiated immediately, 1spoke first with Darwin St. Clair, The remains were removed
from the construction zone and highway work proceeded. Then, as pet the wishes of Haman and
Delphine Clair, they were later re-interred close to the original location, but outside the highway
R/W, so as to prevent future disturbance. Haman and Del were in attendance at the small, private
cetemony. Inthe interest of confidentiality, this location is not shown on maps in the present report.
WYDOT will remove some fill from the area of 488U1009 inside the right-of-way for borrow.,
Reinspection of this area found no evidence of any additional cultural materials, The reburial is
outside the right-of-way and will not be affected by proposed construction. WYDOT will have an
archaeologist present to monijtor new construction,

Under any circumstances, should human remains or other unexpected cultural material be
found in any portion of the project area, WYDOT will cease all construction, protect the area, and
.initiate consultation with the Eastern Shoshone immediately. Please let me know if the Northern
Arapaho also wish be consulted in the event that other human remains are found. It is my fervent
hope that this construction results in no new discoveries, and our designer engineers have worked
very hard to keep the footprint of this project within areas already disturbed by past construction.
If you have any questions or thoughts, please do not hesitate to contact me (307-777-4740,
iulie.francis@dot.state. wy,us).

Sincerely,

lie Francis, Ph.D.
Archaecologist,
Environmental Services .
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May 5, 2010

Mr. Yernon Hill N132100

Acting Tribal Historic Preservation Officer Pinedale-Hoback Junction
Eastern Shoshone Tribe Wildlife Crossings

P.O. Box 538 Sublette County

Ft. Washakie, WY 82514

Dear Mr, Hill:

Enclosed please find the report of archaeological investigations for proposed wildlife
crossings of U.S. 191 between Pinedale and Hoback Junction. This area is one of the major big
game migration cotridors in North America, with an associated high number of animal-vehicle
collisions, The project entails the installation of seven game underpasses and two ovetpasses. The
underpasses, projected to be used primarily by deer, will utilize existing drainages ot stockpasses.
It will be necessary to install larger culverts to facilitate passage by game. The two overpasses,
primarily for pronghorn, will each consist of a 150 ft long arched, concrete tunnel, rescmbling a
quonset hut, placed over the highway., The arch will be covered with fill, tied into the existing
highway embankments and vegetated with native grasses and shrubs to blend with the surrounding
terrain and to provide a smooth {ransition for animals to cross the right-of-way. Farthen berms and
game fence at each edge will reduce traffic noise and visibility, as well as prevent animals from
jumping onto the highway, The existing right-of-way fence along the corridor will be replaced
with game fence to channe! animals to the crossings.

One of the proposed overpasses is within the boundaries of 48SU1006, the Trappers Point
site. Thig is a 5000-7000 year old pronghorn processing site - a testament to the antiquity of the
migration corridor. Data recovery was completed by the Office of the Wyoming State Archaeologist
in 1992, and the site has since been enrolled on the National Register of Historic Places, The
overpass will be placed in previously disturbed areas of the site, with several protective measures
to ensure that intact areas are not touched by copstruction. The site was visited in 1992 by the late
Haman Wise will excavations were on-going. He provided us with a great deal of insight info the
site,

More importantly, construction monitoring in 1993 resulted in the discovery of human
remains in the highway cut-at what was designated as 48SU1009. Consultation with the Bastern
Shoshone was initiated immediately., I spoke first with Darwin St. Clair.  The remains were
removed from the construction zone and highway work proceeded. Then, as per the wishes of



Haman and Delphine Clair, they were later re-interred close to the original location, but outside the
highway R/W, 50 as to prevent future disturbance, Haman and Del were in attendance at the small,
private ceremony. In the interest of confidentiality, this location is not shown on maps in the present
report, WYDOT will remove some fill from the area of 48SUL009 inside the right-of-way for
borrow. Reinspection of this area found no evidence of any additional cultural materials. The
reburial is outside the right-of-way and will not be affected by proposed construction. WYDOT will
have an archacologist present to monitor new construction.  Please let me know if think tribal
monitors are necessary.

Under any circumstances, should human remains or other unexpected cultural material be
found in any portion of the project area, WYDOT will cease all construction, protect the area, and
initiate consultation immediately. It is my fervent hope that this construction results in no new
discoveries, and our designer engineers have worked very hard to keep the footprint of this project
within areas already disturbed by past construction, If you have any questlons please do not hesitate
to contact me (307-777-4740; julie. ﬁanms@dot state. wy.us).

Sincerely,

¢ Francis, Ph.D.



* STANDARD SIGNED NOTIFICATION DOCUMENTING NHPA COMPLIANCE

PROJECT REVIEW UNDER SECTION 106 BBU Number: DBU WY 2010 584

Project Nama: WYDOT; Trappers Polnt Wildlife Agency Projact No.: N132100
Connactlvity Projact; Office of the Wyoming State

Archeologisi; WY-39-2000

Project Proponent: WYDOT Distinet Actiohs: 1

Legal Location

T34.00N R110.00W Sec. 27
T34,00N R110,00W Sec, 20
T34.00N R140.00W Sec, 28
T34.00N R110.00W Sec, 33
T34.00N R110.00W Sec, 34
T34.00N R110,00W Sec, 35
T34,00N R110.00W Sec, 36
T34,00N R111.00W Sec, 3

T34,00N R111.00W Sec, 10
T34.00N R111.00W Sac. 20
T34,00N R111.00W Ssc, 22
T34,.00N R111.00W Sec, 23
T34.00N R111.00W Sac, 26
T34,00N R411,00W Sec. 27

Undertaking Name: Trappers Polnt Wiidlife Gonnegtivity Project

Other Agancy Noa: N132100
DBI_WY_2008 1153
Field Org. Projoct No WY-»BU«QOOS

. Brief Description: Consiructimn of seven underpasses and two overpasses to faclitate wildllf@ mossinga of
US 191 between Pinedale and several miles north of Daniel Jot,.  The project will also include Installation of
deer fence and replasement of catlleguards at approaches. Several small construction permit areas outstde
the R/W are neaded for construction of temporary detours,

Assoclated Sites

Sita Number She Type Eligibility Criteria  Impact Effect Statement
48IR1 Prahistorle lsolated Resource Not Eligible N No Effecl

481132 Prehistorlc Isolated Resource  Not Eligible N No Effect

48IR3 Prehistorle Isoiated Resourse Not Eligible N No Effect

481R6 Prefistorle Isolated Resource Not Eilgiblo N No Effect
48511350 Prehistorlc Site Eligible D Y No Adverse Effect
48850937 Prehisioric Site Ellgible D Y No Adverse Effect
4850962 Prehistoric Slte : Not Ellgthle Y No Effect
458511002 Prehistorlc Site Ellglble D Y No Adverse Effect
48301004 Prehlstoric Site Eligibte D Y No Adverse Effect
488U1005 Prahistoric Site Not Efiglble N No Effect
48501006 Prohistoric She Elglble D N No Adverse Effect
485U1007 Prehistorlc Site Not Ellgible D N No Effact
48541008 Prehistorfo Site” Not Eligible N No Effact
438U1009 Prehistarle Site ot Ellgiblo Y No Effect
48505064 Prehistoric Site Eliglble n N No Effect
4851J6936 : Prahlstorlc Site Eligible D Y No Adverse Effect

4428/2010 1




STANDARD SIGNED NOTIFICATION DOCUMENTING NHPA COMPLIANGCE

PROJECT REVIEW UNDER SECTION 106 PBU Numbsr: DBEU WY 2040 534

Lead Agency Activitles

Revlew Framework: Staiz Prolocol Time Frame: SHFPO 30 Day Review
Interasted Partles: Copios of report sent to Eastern Shoshone and Northern Arapaho THPOs..

Date Accepted: 04/29/2010 Flecal Year: 2010 Dato Printad: 04/29/2010

Reguiremants and Stipulations

m Discovery Plan

Stipulations; At the raguest of BLM, a qualified archaaologist will be presenl o menitor removal of
Holocene age deposiis belween statlons 1280+00 to approximately one mile aast of the sastern project
farmirue (horrow within the siw). Temporary fencing of gontribyting area of 4858U1008 and at 488637

Finding of Effect for Project
Laad Agency: No Adverse Effoct

Notes: Proposed construclion limited to non-contributing pertions of several NRHP sligible sites.

Reviewer: Francls, Julie _L {ihitiala}

Qﬁj/«] 5 WO\ 04/29/20110

aftifying Official: Julle Francls * Date Sent to SHRO (SHPO, Cheysenne)

4/29/2010
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ARTS. PARKS; . State Historle Presorvation Offlce

Barrett Building, 3rd Floor
HlST“.\'RYi 2301 Central Avenus
Chayenna, WY 820
Wyoming State Parks & Cullural Resourcas Pho?;e: (307\’;/777«7%7
Fax; (307) 7776421

hitp:iwyoshpo.state wy.us
June 7, 2010

Julie Francis

Archeologist

Wyoming Department of Transportation
5300 Bishop Boulevard
"Cheyenne, WY 82009-3340

Re: A Clags 1T Cultural Resource Survey of the Pinedale-Hoback Junction, Tr appers Point
Section, Wildlife Connectivity Project, US Highway 191, WYDOT pmjwi N132106, Sublette
County, Wyoming (SHPO File # 0510JP1.003)

Dear Dr. Franeis:

Thank you for consulting with the Wyoming State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)
regarding the above referenced undertaking, We concur with your finding that sites 4880350,
4881937, 485111002, 485071004, 48511006, 48815004, and 485U6396 are eligible for listing
in the National Register of Historic Places and will not be advergely affected by the underlaking
as planned, Additionally, we concur that sites 4850962, 48SU10035, 48501007, 485U1008, and
485U1009 are not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places,

At this time we can provide a final concurrence on the effect of the undertaking for all arcas
excopt the proposed fence line east of the Cora Y, and north of highway 187 (figwre 1 from the
OWSA repott). We are unable to provide concurrence for that porlion of the undertaking
because the fence line has not yet been surveyed. We recommend that the proposed fence line be
dropped from the undertaking at thig point, and once the area has been surveyed you can submit

- the survey results as an addendun to this undertaking, At that peint we will be happy (o
comtinue consultatian with your office regacding eligibility and effect in relation to the proposed
fence line,

This letter should be retained in your files as documentation of 8 SHPO concwrrence with your
determinations of eligibility and effect for the undertaking; except for the portion contairing the
above-mentioned fence Hne, Please refer to SHPO project #0510JPL.003 on any futwre
correspondence regarding this undertaking, If you have any questions, please contact J ohn
Langhlin at 307-777-3424.

Sincerely,

;%«Lm }’ < W{ﬁ -

~John P, Laughlin , :
Archacologist/Senior Cultural Resources Specialist

5 Dave Fraudenthal, Governor
Hhard Stinpson, Dirsctor



