
WYDOT   Jackson-Wilson   Snake   River   Bridge   Project  

Transit   Subgroup   Meeting   #3  
Minutes  

 

05   December   2019   /   2:30PM   -   4:30PM   /   Teton   County   Engineer's  
Office/Webex  
 
STAKEHOLDER   ATTENDEES  
Nick   Hines   WYDOT   Facilitator  
Jack   Koehler   (Friends   of   Pathways)  
Heather   Overholser   (Teton   County)  
Amy   Ramage   (Teton   County)  
Melissa   Turley   (Teton   Village   Association   ISD)  
Darren   Brugmann   (Southern   Teton   Area   Rapid   Transit)  
Bob   Hammond   (Wyoming   Department   of   Transportation)  
Tyler   Sinclair   (Town   of   Jackson)  
Susan   Mick   (START   Board   Member)  
Jared   Smith   (Resident)  
Jeff   Dior   (Operations   Manager,   Southern   Teton   Area   Rapid   Transit)  
 
Additional   Attendees  
Joel   Meena   (WYDOT   Traffic)  
Jeff   Mellor   (WYDOT   Traffic)  
Ryan   Shields   (WYDOT   Traffic)  
Kelly   Rounds   (WYDOT   Project   Development)  
Ted   Wells   (WYDOT   D3   District   Construction   Engineer)  
Stephanie   Harsha   (WYDOT   D3   Public   Relations   Specialist)  
Darin   Kaufman   (WYDOT   D3   District   Traffic   Engineer)  
Meg   Mordahl (WYDOT   NEPA   Coordinator)  
Marshall   Newlin   (WYDOT)  
Hank   Rettinger   (FHWA)  
Bob   Bonds   (FHWA)  
Dustin   Woods   (FHWA)  
Anna   Olson   -   Jackson   Hole   Chamber   of   Commerce  
Brian   Smallowskie  
Brent   Crowther   
Jim   Charlier   (Charlier   Associates)  
Cody   Cottier   (Jackson   Hole   News   and   Guide)  
 

Agenda  

1. Addi�onal   Comments   on   Transit   Report   dated   11/27/19  

Brent   Crowther   (Kimley-Horn)   summarized   the   addi�on   to   Transit   Study   (pg.   29-31),   which  
included   the   number   of   buses   needed   to   accommodate   the   demand   in   year   2040.   Fi�y-eight  
buses   in   each   direc�on   would   be   needed   to   accommodate   the   addi�onal   traffic   and   maintain  
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LOS   B.   Data   was   purchased   to   analyze   three   street   zones.   Using   a   2.5   percent   growth   rate,   if  
demand   was   shi�ed   to   buses   in   year   2040,   this   addi�onal   demand   would   not   fill   58   buses.  

 

Ques�on :   Could   Transit   Study   show   buses   and   HOV   analysis?  

Yes   -   However,   2.5   occupants   (used   in   the   Transit   Study)   meets   HOV   defini�on.  

Ques�on :   Why   not   analyze   HOV   lane?  

WYDOT   can   not   currently   establish   an   HOV   lane,   because   it   can   not   be   regulated   (no  
state   statute).   The   study   accounts   for   four   lanes,   which   can   accommodate   HOV/transit   in  
the   future.  

Ques�on :   Can   we   s�ll   fit   an   HOV   lane   on   the   current   proposed   bridge?  

The   bridge   width   is   sufficiently   sized   that   by   res�ping   the   lines   WYDOT   can   fit   a  
HOV/Turn   Lane   on   the   bridge   in   the   future.   

Jared   Smith   discussed   a   KML   file   showing   proposed   transit   (bus   queue   jump,   one   dedicated   EBL,  
conflicts   with   RH   turning   movements,   etc.).  

Per   WYDOT/Kimley-Horn,   traffic   does   not   warrant   queue   jump.   An   alterna�ve   would   be   a   transit  
signal   priority   (addressed   in   Transit   Study   -   pg.   39).   Group   agreed   that   Teton   County   could   pursue  
these   strategies   county-wide   to   improve   transit   �mes  

Ques�on :   What   about   a   new   transit   signal   in   and   out   of   S�lson?  

This   would   have   to   go   through   the   Access   Review   Commi�ee   and   be   reflected   in   the  
S�lson   Master   Plan,   which   is   currently   being   developed.   Nothing   in   the   Snake   River  
Bridge   and   22/390   project   will   preclude   a   signal   from   happening   in   the   future.   

2. Review   Public   Comments   received  

No   ques�ons   pertaining   to   the   public   comments.  

3. Review   Recommenda�ons   from   the   Transit   Report  

The   group   is   focusing   on   how   to   make   buses   more   desirable   than   driving,   to   increase   ridership.  

All   op�ons   were   discussed   (Table   10   in   Transit   Study).  

1) Westbound   Queue   Jump   Lane    -   Op�on   dependent   on   transit   signal   at   S�lson   and   WY  
390,   which   group   opted   to   move   forward   -    Group   recommends    not    moving   forward  

2) Westbound   Queue   Jump   with   Receiving   Lane     -    Group   recommends   moving   forward  

3) Traffic   Signal   Priori�za�on   at   the   Intersec�on    -   See   Table   12   in   Transit   Study   for   benefits  
(pg.   49)   -    Group   recommends   moving   forward.    Group   would   like   this   op�on   advanced  
prior   to   construc�on   of   this   project  
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4) Southbound   Queue   Jump   Lane    -   S�ll   needed   if   transit   priority   signal   put   in   -    Group  
recommends   moving   forward  

5) Traffic   Signal   with   Bus-Only   Access    -   Needs   to   be   reviewed   with   #8.   Currently   pu�ng   up  
a   signal   at   a   new   intersec�on   was   not   recommended.     Group   recommends    not    moving  
forward   now   and   comple�ng   later ,   a�er   S�lson   Master   Plan   is   completed  

6) Traffic   Signal   with   Northbound   Le�-Turn   Lane   on   WY   390    -    Group   recommends   moving  
forward   and   Implemen�ng   as   part   of   5    -   Once   complete,   the   S�lson   Master   Plan   will   aid  
in   implementa�on  

7) Bus   Stops   on   WY   390    -   difficult   in   winter,   some   interest   in   summer,   would   cause   conflicts  
Group   recommends    not    moving   forward  

8) New   Traffic   Signal   at   Exis�ng   S�lson   Ranch   Road   (buses   only)     -Group   looked   at  
combina�on   of   #5   and   #8.   Put   signal   in   at   s�lson   Ranch   road   un�l   the   S�lson   Master  
Plan   is   completed.   Then   once   S�lson   design   is   completed   move   this   signal   to   new  
loca�on   shown   in   #5   and   make   it   for   transit   only.     Group   recommends   moving   forward  

Group   would   like   WYDOT   to   produce   a   document   specifying   Stakeholder   recommenda�ons  
(referencing   the   Transit   Study).   These   recommenda�ons   will   be   added   to   the   Master   Summary  
of   Recommenda�ons.  

Ques�on :   Group   would   like   to   start   ac�on   now   for   a   signal   at   Beckley   Park   Road/S�lson   Ranch  
Road.   What   steps   are   needed?  

A   formal   request   will   need   to   be   sent   to   the   District   (DCE:   Ted   Wells)   in   order   to   execute  
an   Authority   to   Render   Services.   Ballpark   cost   for   a   flashing   beacon   is   $60K.  

 

Group   would   like   WYDOT   to   put   language   on   the   project   webpage   sta�ng   that   WYDOT   is   not  
precluding   transit   in   the   design   of   this   project.   
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