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FAST FACTS

Wyoming crash data from
2019-2023 report that:

v" Just over 6% of all traffic
crashes involved erratic,
aggressive, reckless, or
careless driving behavior.

Nearly 14% of all critical
crashes involved erratic,
aggressive, reckless, or
careless driving behavior.

The majority of aggressive
drivers were male (67.6%)

Most aggressive driving
crashes (65%) resulted in a
collision between motor
vehicles, with 35% being
single vehicle crashes.

Crashes involving erratic,
aggressive, reckless, or
careless driving behavior
resulted in 39 fatalities and
171 suspected serious
injuries.

CRASH CATEGORIES:

Critical Crashes - fatal and
suspected serious injury
crashes.

Serious Crashes - suspected
minor injury and possible injury
crashes.

Damage Crashes — no apparent
injury and injury unknown
crashes.

Highway
Safety Report

Aggressive Driving

Aggressive driving can be defined as any unsafe driving behavior performed
deliberately or with ill intention or disregard for safety that places the safety of
others at risk. The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)
defines aggressive driving as “the operation of a motor vehicle in a manner that
endangers or is likely to endanger other persons or property” which can include a
number of different traffic offenses.

While the tendency is to focus on speeding, all forms of aggressive driving threaten
safety on roadways. Aggressive driving includes actions such as excessive
speeding; tailgating; erratic lane changes; weaving in and out of traffic; cutting off
other drivers; illegal passing; blocking vehicles attempting to pass or change lanes;
making sudden stops, accelerations, or turns; using the horn excessively; making
rude gestures, using abusive language, or making physical threats to other drivers;
failing to yield to other drivers and non-motorists (pedestrians and bicyclists); and
disregarding traffic controls.

The consequences of aggressive driving can result in legal actions, such as fines
and license suspension, but more importantly, driving in an aggressive manner is
significantly more likely to result in a crash, which can cause injuries and fatalities.
Aggressive driving not only puts the driver at risk, it also endangers other road
users.

In Wyoming, during the most recent five-year period (2019-2023), 4,298 traffic
crashes involved aggressive, erratic, reckless, or careless driving behavior, which
accounts for just over 6% of all traffic crashes. These crashes included 327 critical
crashes (nearly 14% of all critical crashes), 1,052 serious crashes (just over 10%
of all serious crashes), and 2,919 damage crashes (just over 5% of all damage
crashes) resulting in 39 fatal injuries, 171 suspected serious injuries, 472
suspected minor injuries, and 242 possible injuries.

The majority of crashes [ aggressive Driving Crashes by Manner of Collision
involving aggressive 2019-2023
driving behaviors Single Vehicle 34.8%
: ‘o Rear End (Front to Rear) 29.9%
resulted in a coII|_S|on Sideswipe Same Direction (Passing) 8.0%
between motor vehicles Angle (Front to Side), Opposing Direction 6.9%
(65%), and almost half Angle Same Direction (Front to Side) 6.5%
0 Angle Right (Front to Side, includes Broadside) 55%
of those crashes (46_/0) Head On (Front to Front) 4.0%
were rear end collision Sideswipe Opposite Direction (Meeting) 1.9%
crashes. Single vehicle Rear to Front (Normally Backing) 0.8%
crashes account for Rear to Side (Normally Backing) 0.8%
o Other 0.4%
almost 35% of crashes Unknown 0.2%
involving aggressive Rear to Rear (Normally Backing) 0.2%
driving behaviors, with Angle Direction not Specified 0.1%

overturn/rollover being the most common first harmful event (25%), followed by
fencing (12.2%), utility pole or light support (4.9%), raised median or curb (4.8%),
then other fixed object (4.7%).



BY THE NUMBERS

WYDOT Crash Data
February 1, 2025 vs.
(February 1, 2024)

Fatalities: 4 (2)
Serious Injuries: 25 (27)

Alcohol-Involved
Fatalities: 1 (1)

Bicycle-Involved
Fatalities: 0 (0)

CMV-Involved
Fatalities: 1 (0)

Drug-Involved
Fatalities: 0 (0)

Motorcycle-Involved
Fatalities: 0 (1)

Pedestrian-Involved
Fatalities: 0 (1)

Speed-Related
Fatalities: 0 (1)

Data current as of 02/25//2025
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The majority of aggressive, erratic, reckless, or careless drivers were male
(67.6%). Male drivers 26-34 years old had the highest number of drivers engaging
in aggressive driving behaviors (15.2% of all aggressive drivers), followed by
males 35-44 (11.5%), then males 17-20 (10.6%).

Aggressive driving is a major
concern and a real threat to the
safety of all road users. To avoid
becoming an aggressive driver, it
is essential to stay calm and
patient while driving. Try to be
respectful and courteous towards
other drivers and give them the
benefit of the doubt. Keep a safe
distance from other vehicles and
obey traffic laws and signals.

When confronted with an
aggressive driver, do not respond
to aggression with aggression. Try
to stay as calm and courteous as
possible. Avoid eye contact with
angry drivers and try to create a
safe distance from the aggressive
driver.

SPEEDING & AGGRESSIVE

DRIVERS

Don't let
emotions
take control.

tailgating,

of the way

If a driveris

safely steer out

‘._

driveris
following or
harassing

you.

Keep a safe distance
away. Speeding
drivers may lose

control more easily.

.

Extreme cases of aggressive driving can escalate to road rage. Examples of road
rage include ramming vehicles, forcing vehicles off the road, and attempting to
follow and confront. Road rage significantly increases the danger to other road
users. If you feel threatened, call 911.

When it comes to aggressive driving the three best pieces of advice are: 1) Don’t
Offend, 2) Be Tolerant and Forgiving, and 3) Do Not Respond.

Monthly Critical Crash Comparison:
2024 and 2025

DATA IS PRELIMINARY AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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WYDOT Completed Safety Treatment Locations (Active)
as of February 25, 2025

District Count
1 293 5
2 337 5
3 674 5
4 579 5
5 65 5
State 1,948 %

Annual Lifecycle Average Benefit to

Annual Critical

Cost Cost Crash Reduction
120,903.00 24572 1417
596,043.00 148.81 6.27
313,855.00 33.04 15.71
112,289.00 23317 a.8
24 365.00 35816 0.98
1,167,555.00 172.69 45,92
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