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FAST FACTS  
 
Wyoming crash data from 
2020-2024 report that:   

 
 Distracted driving is 

suspected in around 6.7% 
of all traffic crashes, 
including nearly 9.4% of 
all critical crashes, and 
10.3% of all serious 
crashes. 

 
 Across all ages, male 

drivers were more likely 
to be distracted (60%) 
than female drivers (40%). 
 

 Nearly 57% of suspected 
distracted drivers were 
aged 34 years or less. 
 

 Drivers aged 24 years and 
under were the most 
distraction - prone age 
group at just over 36% of 
all suspected distracted 
drivers. 
 

 “Other Distraction Inside 
the Motor Vehicle” was 
the most common type of 
distraction reported in 
suspected distracted 
driving traffic crashes at 
39%. 

 
CRASH CATEGORIES: 
Critical Crashes – fatal and suspected 
serious injury crashes. 
Serious Crashes – suspected minor 
injury and possible injury crashes. 
Damage Crashes – no apparent injury 
and injury unknown crashes. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Distracted Driving Crashes 
Distracted driving is any activity that takes the driver’s attention away from the 
task of safe driving, including talking or texting on a phone, eating and drinking, 
talking to people in the vehicle, or adjusting the vehicle’s stereo, entertainment, 
or navigation system. According to the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA), a driver cannot drive safely unless the task of driving 
has their full attention. Any non-driving activity they engage in is a potential 
distraction and increases the risk of crashing. Staying focused on the road is key 
to driving safely. 

While distracted driving crashes are a growing concern nationwide, they are likely 
underreported due to the difficulty of establishing whether a driver was distracted 
at the time of the crash. Most often, the determination is based on involved 
motorist and witness testimony as well as trained investigating officer opinions. 

In Wyoming, during the most recent five-year period (2020-2024), 4,452 crashes 
were reported as suspected distracted driving, which accounts for approximately 
6.7% of all crashes. These distracted driving crashes included 221 critical crashes 
(9.4% of all critical crashes), 1,024 serious crashes (10.3% of all serious crashes), 
and 3,207 damage crashes, resulting in 52 fatal injuries, 217 suspected serious 
injuries, 832 suspected minor injuries, and 633 possible injuries. 

Across all age groups, male drivers were more likely to be distracted (60%) than 
female drivers (40%). Nearly 57% of all distracted drivers were aged 34 years or 
less. 

Drivers aged 24 years and under were the most distraction-prone age group, 
accounting for approximately 36% of all distracted drivers. Drivers aged 25-34 
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Fatalities:  69 (54) 
 

Serious Injuries:  233 (238) 
 

Alcohol-Involved 
Fatalities:  16 (11) 

 
Bicycle-Involved 
 Fatalities:  1 (1) 

 
CMV-Involved 

Fatalities:  17 (8) 
 

Drug-Involved 
Fatalities:  10 (7) 

 
Motorcycle-Involved 

Fatalities:  6 (14) 
 

Pedestrian-Involved 
Fatalities:  4 (4) 

 
Speed-Related  

Fatalities:  30 (25) 
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years were the next most distraction-prone group, accounting for approximately 
22% of distracted drivers, followed by drivers aged 35-44 years (~15%), drivers 
aged 45-54 and 55-64 years (~10% each), and drivers aged 65 years or more 
(~8%). 

The most common 
type of distraction 
suspected at the 
time of a distracted 
driving crash is 
“other distraction 
inside the motor 
vehicle” at 39%, 
which can include 
passengers, pets, 
objects, food, and 
vehicle devices. 
“Other distraction 
outside the motor vehicle” accounted for 31% of distracted driving traffic crashes. 
An electronic communication device (such as a cell phone) accounted for 25% of 
suspected distracted driving crashes. Lastly, “other electronic device” (such as a 
laptop or tablet) accounted for 5% of distracted driving traffic crashes. 

Many states and local jurisdictions have passed laws that address distracted 
driving. Regardless of the current law, safe driving means driving without 
distractions. 
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