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Seat Belt Safety

FAST FACTS According to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), one of the safest choices drivers
Wyoming crash data from and passengers can make is to buckle up. No matter the type of vehicle
2021-2025 report that: you are in, or the distance you are traveling, the easiest way to try to stay
safe in case of a motor vehicle crash is to wear your seat belt.

In Wyoming, during the most recent five-year period (2021-2025), there

v Over half (59%) of all were 454 motor vehicle occupant fatalities and over half (266, 59%) were
motor vehicle occupant not using a seat belt at the time of the crash. An additional 1% (5) were not
fatalities were not using a using a seat belt correctly at the time of the crash.
seat belt at the time of the
crash. Fatalities by Safety Equipment Use 2021 - 2025

Total Fatalities Restraint Restraint Restraint Restraint
Most motor VehiC|e Year in Vehicles Prnpeny Used Misused Not Used Unknown
occupant fatalities were 2021 77 26 2 46 3
male (75%), and more 2022 102 27 2 65 8
than half (59%) of all male 2023 110 45 1 59 5
motor vehicle occupant 024 76 - 0 45 5
fatalities were not using a
seat belt at the time of the 2025 89 34 0 o1 4
crash. TOTAL 454 157 5 266 26

Men make up the majority of those killed in motor vehicle traffic crashes. Of
the motor vehicle occupant fatalities from 2021-2025, 75% were male. Men
also wear seat belts at a lower rate than women do. More than half (59%)
were female, just over of all male motor vehicle occupant fatalities were not using a seat belt at
57% of all female motor the time of the crash. While only 25% of motor vehicle occupant fatalities
vehicle occupant fatalities were female, just over 57% were not using a seat belt at the time of the

were not using a seat belt crash.
at the time of the crash.

While only 25% of motor
vehicle occupant fatalities

The majority of motor vehicle occupant fatalities for age groups 17-20 (32,
78%), 21-25 (26, 62%), 26-34 (52, 79%), 35-44 (44, 63%), and 45-54 (35,
62.5%) years old were unbelted at the time of the crash. For age group 14-
16 years old, 50% of motor vehicle occupant fatalities (7) were unbelted at
the time of the crash.

Age groups 17-20 (32,
78%) and 26-34 (52, 79%)
years old had the highest
percentage of motor Seat Belt Safety Myths
vehicle occupant fatalities
not wearing a seat belt at
the time of the crash.

There are many myths surrounding seat belt safety. Some of the most
popular myths include:

Seat belts are more likely to cause injuries than prevent them. The truth —
Properly worn seat belts seldom cause injuries. If injuries occur, they are
usually minor and the severity of these injuries usually pales in comparison
to the frequently fatal injuries caused by not wearing a seat belt at all.



BY THE NUMBERS

WYDOT Crash Data
August 1, 2026 vs.
(August 1, 2025)

Fatalities: 71 (74)
Serious Injuries: 229 (250)

Alcohol-Involved
Fatalities: 22 (20)

Bicycle-Involved
Fatalities: 0 (2)

CMV-Involved
Fatalities: 22 (18)

Drug-Involved
Fatalities: 10 (14)

Motorcycle-Involved
Fatalities: 12 (8)

Pedestrian-Involved
Fatalities: 4 (4)

Speed-Related
Fatalities: 33 (35)

Data current as of 08/10/2026
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Seat belts will trap you inside a burning or submerged vehicle. The truth —
Less than 1% of crashes involve fire or water. More importantly, you can’t
escape such dangers unless you're conscious. Wearing a seat belt gives
you a much greater chance of being conscious and able-bodied enough to
escape.

Airbags make seat belts less necessary. The truth — Airbags are made to
work with seat belts, not replace them. The safest way to ride is buckled up
in a vehicle equipped with air bags. The seat belt holds you in place for the
airbag to work effectively. In fact, when someone is not wearing a seat belt
air bags may become dangerous.

You're less likely to be injured if you’re thrown from a vehicle. The truth —
Ejection from a vehicle is one of the most injurious events that can happen
in a crash. Occupants are rarely “thrown clear” from the vehicle. Instead,
they are often dragged along the pavement, crushed under their own car,
or hit by debris or another vehicle.

You do not need a seat belt on short trips or at low speeds. The truth —
Seemingly routine trips can be deceptively dangerous. Most fatal crashes
happen within 25 miles of home and at speeds of less than 40 MPH.

You are safer in large vehicles, so wearing a seat belt is unnecessary. The
truth — For occupants in SUVs, pickups, and vans, seat belts reduce the
risk of fatal injury to the driver and front seat passenger by 60%.

A seat belt can be the difference between minor and catastrophic injuries in
a crash. Not wearing a seat belt can result in losing your life in what should
have been a survivable crash. Seat belt use is the single most effective way
to stay alive in a crash.

Monthly Critical Crash Comparison:
2025 and 2026
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WYDOT Completed Safety Treatment Locations (Active)
as of August 10, 2026

Annual Lifecycle Average Benefitto Annual Critical

District Count Cost Cost Crash Reduction
1 295 5 128,341.00 166.27 8.1
2 33a 5 274,396.00 56.29 524
3 G649 5 387 497.00 8499 10.91
4 538 5 111,723.00 100.22 6.56
5 59 5 14,309.00 20546 0.53
State 1,809 $ 916,271.00 100.57 31.34
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