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FAST FACTS 
 
Wyoming crash data from 
2020-2024 report that:   

 
 Just over 5% of all traffic 

crashes involved alcohol. 
 
 Approximately 20% of all 

critical crashes were 
alcohol-involved. 

 
 Alcohol was involved in 

28.3% of all fatal crashes, 
resulting in 179 fatalities. 

 
 Alcohol was involved in 

17.6% of all suspected 
serious injury crashes, 
resulting in 424 suspected 
serious injuries. 

 
 Alcohol-Involved serious 

crashes resulted in 826 
suspected minor injuries 
and 437 possible injuries. 

 
 The Blood Alcohol 

Concentration (BAC) for 
the majority of alcohol-
impaired drivers (55.4%) 
indicated SEVERE levels 
of intoxication and 
impairment. 

 
CRASH CATEGORIES: 
 
Critical Crashes – fatal and 
suspected serious injury crashes. 
 
Serious Crashes – suspected 
minor injury and possible injury 
crashes. 
 
Damage Crashes – no apparent 
injury and injury unknown crashes. 

 

 
 
 
 

Alcohol Awareness 
April is Alcohol Awareness Month – a time to raise awareness and understanding 
of alcohol use and misuse, and to learn about the risks of alcohol misuse and its 
impact on individuals and communities. The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) provides a wealth of information on impaired driving, 
including how alcohol affects driving ability. 

How Alcohol Affects Driving Ability (from NHTSA) 

Alcohol is a substance that reduces the function of the brain, impairing thinking, 
reasoning, and muscle coordination. All these abilities are essential to operating a 
vehicle safely. 

As alcohol levels rise in a person’s system, the negative effects on the central 
nervous system increase. A person’s alcohol level is measured by the weight of 
the alcohol in a certain volume of blood. This is called Blood Alcohol 
Concentration, or BAC. At a BAC of .08 grams of alcohol per deciliter (g/dL) of 
blood, crash risk increases exponentially. Because of this risk, it’s illegal in all 50 
states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico to drive with a BAC of .08 or 
higher, except in Utah where the BAC limit is .05. 

However, even a small amount of alcohol can affect driving ability. In 2024, there 
were 2,028 people killed in alcohol-related crashes where a driver had a BAC of 
.01 to .07 g/dL. 

The Effects of Blood Alcohol Concentration 
Blood Alcohol 
Concentration 
(BAC) in G/DL 

Typical Effects Predictable Effects on Driving 

.02 
Some loss of judgement; relaxation, slight 
body warmth, altered mood. 

Decline in visual functions and in ability to 
perform two tasks at the same time. 

.05 

Impaired judgement, lowered alertness, may 
have loss of small-muscle control (e.g. 
focusing your eyes). This is usually 
accompanied by a good feeling, release of 
inhibition, and exaggerated behavior. 

Reduced coordination, reduced ability to 
track moving objects, difficultly steering, 
reduced response to emergency driving 
situations.   

.08 
(legal limit of 
intoxication) 

Muscle coordination becomes poor (e.g. 
balance, speech, vision, reaction time, and 
hearing), harder to detect danger; 
judgement, self-control, reasoning, and 
memory are impaired. 

Concentration and short-term memory 
loss, reduced information processing 
capability, impaired perception and speed 
control.   

.10 
Clear deterioration of reaction time and 
control, slurred speech, poor coordination, 
and slowed thinking. 

Reduced ability to maintain lane position 
and brake appropriately.  

.15 
Far less muscle control than normal, vomiting 
may occur, major loss of balance. 

Substantial impairment in vehicle control, 
attention to driving, and in visual and 
auditory information processing.   

.25 - .35 
Severe intoxication. Need assistance walking. Likely to experience mental confusion 
and/or distress, nausea and vomiting.   

.36 and higher 
Loss of consciousness may occur. At a BAC of .40 a coma is likely. May lead to respiratory 
failure and death. 
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BY THE NUMBERS 
 
 

WYDOT Crash Data 
April 1, 2026 vs. 
(April 1, 2025) 

 
 

Fatalities:  24 (21) 
 

Serious Injuries:  73 (79) 
 

Alcohol-Involved 
Fatalities:  10 (7) 

 
Bicycle-Involved 
 Fatalities:  0 (0) 

 
CMV-Involved 
Fatalities: 8 (9) 

 
Drug-Involved 

Fatalities:  4 (2) 
 

Motorcycle-Involved 
Fatalities:  0 (0) 

 
Pedestrian-Involved 

Fatalities:  2 (1) 
 

Speed-Related  
Fatalities:  13 (6) 

 
 

Data current as of 04/15/2026 
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In Wyoming, during the most recent five-year period (2020-2024), 3,494 traffic 
crashes involved alcohol, which accounts for just over 5% of all crashes. These 
alcohol-involved crashes included 474 critical crashes (20.1% of all critical 
crashes), 949 serious crashes (9.6% of all serious crashes), and 2,071 damage 
crashes (3.8% of all damage crashes), with 179 fatal injuries, 424 suspected 
serious injuries, 826 suspected minor injuries, and 437 possible injuries. 

When looking specifically at critical crashes over this five-year period, 28.3% of 
fatal crashes (157) and 17.6% of suspected serious injury crashes (1,804) involved 
alcohol.

Over the last five years, the 
Blood Alcohol Concentration 
(BAC) for the majority of 
confirmed alcohol-impaired 
drivers (55.4%) indicated 
severe levels of intoxication 
and impairment. Around 
15.2% of confirmed alcohol-
impaired drivers had a BAC 
below the legal limit. 
Approximately 29.4% had a 
BAC between 0.080 and 
0.159, indicating substantial intoxication and impairment. About 43.09% of 
confirmed alcohol-impaired drivers had a BAC between 0.160 and 0.259, 
indicating severe intoxication and impairment. In addition, 12.31% of confirmed 
alcohol-impaired drivers had a BAC of 0.260 and higher, which can lead to loss of 
consciousness, coma, and possible death. An additional 934 drivers were 
suspected of alcohol use with no reported test results. 

Wyoming consistently ranks among the top states in the US for drunk driving, 
frequently appearing within the top three most dangerous states based on 
impaired driving fatalities and arrests per capita. The risks of alcohol misuse and 
its affect on driving ability are clear. The impact can be deadly. Don’t drink and 
drive. 
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