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FAST FACTS 
 
Wyoming crash data from 
2019-2023 report that:   

 
 Crash Responders worked 

68,933 traffic crashes, 
including 2,347 critical 
crashes and 10,268 serious 
crashes. 

 
 Twenty crash responders 

were struck in a secondary 
crash with injuries while 
working a traffic incident 
scene, resulting in two 
responder deaths. 

 
 Law Enforcement and 

Tow Truck Operators are 
the Crash Responders 
most often stuck in a 
secondary crash while 
working a traffic incident. 

 
GOOD TO KNOW 

 
 Wyoming enacted the 

“Move Over” Law in July 
of 2018. 

 
 Reducing speed and 

moving over a lane 
significantly reduces the 
risk of death in the event 
of a secondary crash. 

 
CRASH CATEGORIES: 
 
Critical Crashes – fatal and 
suspected serious injury crashes. 
 
Serious Crashes – suspected 
minor injury and possible injury 
crashes. 
 
Damage Crashes – no apparent 
injury and injury unknown crashes. 

 

 
 
 
 

Crash Responder Safety  
Every day, law enforcement, fire and rescue, emergency medical services 
(EMS), towing and recovery, public works, and other transportation 
professionals work tirelessly to maintain safe public roadways for all road 
users. The work performed by these men and women save lives. They deserve 
our thanks, our respect, and most importantly, our assistance to keep them 
safe as they perform their duties. 

Traffic incident responders are especially vulnerable to the dangers present on 
or along the roadway. Every year, responders put their lives at risk to clear 
each of the nearly 7 million motor vehicle crashes nationwide, as well as other 
types of public safety issues, such as a disabled vehicle or roadway debris. 
Each time, responders put themselves in harm’s way to keep road users safe 
from roadway hazards and bring life-saving care to those injured. Tragically, 
hundreds of responders across our nation have been killed while assisting road 
users in need. Nearly every week, a traffic incident responder is struck and 
killed while working to keep our roadways safe. Many more responders sustain 
life-altering injuries.  

Since 2016, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has sponsored 
Crash Responder Safety Week (CRSW), an annual safety initiative that takes 
place the second full week in November. Crash Responder Safety Week is a 
national effort to protect responders who are at the scene of traffic crashes with 
education and training, and by reminding the public of their responsibility to 
use caution when driving near incidents involving emergency personnel. 

Motorists can take 
small, simple actions 
to keep emergency 
responders and other 
road users safe. When 
encountering a traffic 
incident, reduce your 
speed and, if safe, move over a lane to give responders space to work. 
Reducing your speed as you proceed past responders working a traffic incident 
dramatically reduces the risk of death in the event of a secondary crash. 
Moving over a lane provides a protective buffer between motorists and 
responders. 

All 50 states and Washington, D.C. have adopted “Move Over” laws with the 
goal of protecting incident responders. In July of 2018, Wyoming enacted the 
Move Over Law to protect emergency responders as well as utility, 
construction, and maintenance workers along Wyoming roadways. This law 
requires motorists to slow down and move over (if possible) for parked 
emergency responders and others working on the side of the road. 
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BY THE NUMBERS 

 
 

WYDOT Crash Data 
December 1, 2024 vs. 
(December 1, 2023) 

 
 

Fatalities:  91 (136) 
 

Serious Injuries:  378 (426) 
 

Alcohol-Involved 
Fatalities:  19 (32) 

 
Bicycle-Involved 
 Fatalities:  1 (1) 

 
CMV-Involved 

Fatalities: 12 (33) 
 

Drug-Involved 
Fatalities:  8 (32) 

 
Motorcycle-Involved 

Fatalities:  23 (15) 
 

Pedestrian-Involved 
Fatalities:  5 (10) 

 
Speed-Related  

Fatalities:  44 (64) 
 
 

Data current as of 12/10//2024 
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In Wyoming, during the most recent five-year period (2019-2023), crash 
responders worked 69,067 traffic crashes. These crashes included 2,348 
critical crashes, 10,270 serious crashes, and 56,449 damage crashes with 662 
fatal injuries, 2,270 suspected serious injuries, 7,786 suspected minor injuries, 
and 6,184 possible injuries.  

During this period, a motor vehicle struck 12 pedestrian crash responders and 
8 crash responders occupying vehicles in a secondary crash that resulted in 
injuries while the responders were working a previous traffic incident. The 
responders struck in a secondary crash included seven law enforcement, two 
Emergency Medical Technicians, four firefighters, and seven tow truck drivers. 
This resulted in two responder fatal injuries, three responder suspected serious 
injuries, nine responder suspected minor injuries, and five responder possible 
injuries. In addition, two law enforcement officers were struck and injured 
during a traffic stop. 

Every road user plays a critical role in Crash 
Responder Safety—by being educated, prepared, 
and alert to react properly when encountering 
emergency scenes, road users can help keep 
crash responders and other motorists safe by 
reducing the chances of needless secondary 
crashes and potentially saving lives. Following the 
simple steps of slowing down, moving over, and 
staying alert for crash responders, road users can 
“Protect Those Who Protect You.”  
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